Star Opens Tennessee Plant

Star Building Systems officially
opened its full-service metal build-
ing manufacturing plant in
Elizabethton, TN, with a ribbon
cutting ceremony in early March.
The celebration included guest
speakers Tennessee Governor Don
Sundquist and Mike Heisley, CEO
of Robertson Ceco Corp., Star’s
parent company.

Star is headquartered in
Oklahoma City, OK, and also has
facilities in Lockeford, CA, and
Monticello, TA.

The new 220,000 sq. ft.
Elizabethton manufacturing plant
has been designed to utilize the
most advanced metal building
industry technology and increase
capacity. When at full operation, it
can produce 40 buildings, measur-

ing 10,000 sq. ft.
each, in one
week—a rated
capacity of 1,000
tons per week.

“Our objective
was to design a
plant using 21st
Century technol-
ogy,” said Jack
Taylor, president
of Star Building
Systems. “Much
of the equipment in this plant has
never been used in a metal build-
ing plant before.”

According to Taylor, the plant’s
state-of-the-art equipment will dra-
matically improve accuracy for the

Jack Taylor
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Trufast Enters Metal Construction Market

Ever since Trufast opened its
doors for business 15 years ago in
Bryan, OH, it has been dedicated
to improvement and expansion in
producing high-
quality fastener
products primar-
ilv for built-up
roofing, post
frame and auto-
motive markets.

Continuing
on its growth
plan, the com-
pany is now tar-
geting — metal
buildings and
metal roofing and siding for the
new construction and retrofit mar-
kets.

Brad Hess, who took over the
reins from the founder, Duane
Spangler, last year, is now the
president & CEO. He’s the driving
force behind this effort to become
an important manufacturer in the

Brad Hess

metal construction industry.
Combining Spangler’s keen
knowledge of fastener manufactur-
ing, Hess’s long-proven sales and
marketing skills and the addition
of a larger team of sales and engi-
neering professionals, Trufast is
already on the road to growth.
Having started his career at
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MetalForming Plans New Headquarters

MetalForming Inc., a North
American leader in metal building
and architectural sheet metal tech-
nology, recently broke ground on
a new 17,000 sq. ft. headquarters,
distribution center and showroom
in Peachtree City, GA.

The state-of-the-art facility,
scheduled to open this fall, will be
the focal point for MetalForming’s
full line of advanced European

metal folding machines and roof-
ing construction accessories.
Company CEO Geoff Stone and
MetalForming staff were joined by
officials from German product
manufacturers Schechtl, Schle-
bach and Stubai for the ceremony
at South Park International, the
area’s premier industrial park.
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API Expands West Coast Operations

API, manufacturer of insulated
sandwich panels, announced its
new 54,000 sq. ft. facility and con-
tinuous production line was inau-
gurated March 30.

As a member of the Metecno
Group of Companies, API pro-
duces foam and rockwool core
composite panels for use in com-
mercial, industrial and cold stor-
age/food processing constructions

from its 106,000 sq. ft. plant in
Modesto, CA. The Metecno Group
has 21 operations and is recog-
nized globally as a leader in sand-
wich panel and continuous line
equipment technology.

The addition of the third pro-
duction line in Modesto will allow
an annual single shift capacity of
over 11 million sq. ft.

“We are now a fully diversified

metal faced sandwich panel pro-
ducer competing in all segments of
the marketplace,” said Bill Lowery,
president of APIL

Lowery added, “With metal pro-
cessing capability including slitting,
embossing and accessory metal
forming, our customers have the
convenience of single sourcing a
complete package”

Span Construction & Engineering Earns Another Top Builder Honor

By Johnna Young
Assistant Editor

Still utilizing the same standards as it did when it
began in November 1979, Span Construction &
Engineering Inc. continues to excel throughout the
metal building industry. Among the company’s most
recent accomplishments is being awarded VP
Buildings” Cumulative Sales Volume Award for $200
million in steel purchases since Span was founded

To Page 16, Span =
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One of Span Construction & Engineering’s many projects from the
past year was the Cardinal Float Glass Plant in Mooresville, NC.
The facility measures 450,000 sq. fi.
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20 years ago.

In 1996, the company, which
again has been named the top
pre-engineered metal building
contractor in the country, achieved
the $100 million mark after 16
years of business. Now, in a mat-
teri: oftfour = years, o Span
Construction has remarkably
recorded another $100 million pur-

* Page 16, Metal Consfruction News ¢

chases from VP Buildings.

Other awards VP Buildings has
bestowed upon the Madera, CA-
based company in 1999 include
Highest Builder Volume in the
Country and Annual Sales Volume
Award for $44 million in steel pur-
chases. The company also
received Hall of Fame Awards for
Costco Wholesale in Culver City,
CA, and Costco Distribution Depot
in Sumner, WA.

Yet another honor designated to
Span’s president King Husein and
his. dedicated employees is Top
Metal Builder for 1999 by Metal
Construction News. The company,
which recorded 36,504 tons of

gy, ;--u,.,,

'ngh Slope Arcmtectural Proflles s ot i

STRUCTURAL FRAMING

HAT. “U”, T.HAGK = sthlelFiléal

ﬂther Maahmes Avallable for FORMING:
- SIDING GUT‘REBS ELBOWS’& DOWNSPOUTS

"“a;*‘ e
ﬁ;%?@%? e Call for further lyfﬂl'mat"’"

V“‘ ]

HOﬂF PANELS

Low Slope Structural Profiles

oo 1.,,,,,;,,,;, f &

A

1" Snap Seam 11/2" Snap Seam

%

~Asymmetrical Profiles

Knudson

| \ B Ii‘q
10401 West 120th Ave. Broomfield, CO 80021

— (303) 469-2101 * Fax (303) 469-7994  1-800-548-2622

MANUFACTURING, INC.

www.knudsonmfg.com ¢ e-mail: kmi@rmi.net

Circle #12 on reader service card.

Pacific Coast Producers
(above), Lodi, CA, now under
construction, is a massive 1.1
million sq. ft. project. King
Husein, owner/president of
Span Construction received an
award from members of VP
Buildings management during
the Legends ceremony held at
the VP meeting in San
Francisco recently. Pictured
below are David Gilchrist (from
left), Husein, Rod Horfon and
Bill Crabtree.

steel for pre-engineered metal

buildings in 1999, topped 1998'’s

21,780 tons by almost 15,000.
David Gilchrist, president of VP

Buildings, commented, “If we
were talking about most people or
companies in the industry, the dra-
matic jump would certainly be a
bit of a surprise. But we are talk-
ing about King Husein and Span
Construction and, to be honest,
they have had such an incredible
record of accomplishment during
the past decade that we have
ceased being surprised at their
enormous successes. The surprise
is gone, but the admiration
remains.”

He continued, “As a leader in
the industry, VP Buildings has the
honor of working with many out-
standing builders and we certainly
recognize that our success is due
in large part upon the growth of
our many talented and capable
builders. It goes without saying
that Span Construction is at the
top of that list. Its extraordinary
success is a great reflection on our
company and we hope is an inspi-
ration to other builders.”

Affiliated with VP Buildings for
20 years, Husein speaks highly of
his relationship with the manufac-
turer. He feels it is an important

To Page 18, Span =
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Span’s projects are diversified in size, as
the Swift Transportation facility in Lathrop, CA, measures 65,000 sq.
ft., while the Buzz Oates Enterprises-South

is 444,600 sq. ft.

well as use. For example,

port in Sacramento, CA,

metal sales

manufacturing corporation

>oy
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Seattle, WA 800.431.3470
Temple, TX 800.543.4415
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component of his company’s suc-
cess. The feeling is mutual.

“We believe the relationship
between Span and VP has
strengthened each entity over the
course of the two decades,” said
Doug Reynolds, senior vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing for VP
Buildings.

“Both have a distinct corporate
culture—a demand for superior
quality and service. These high
standards have offered a challenge
for both companies. The result of
that challenge has been growth
and change in two corporations
that now have become known
throughout the industry for
unquestioned excellence.”

Quality and customer satisfac-
tion are definitely top priorities for
Span Construction, who has pro-
jects throughout the United States.
The large contractor demonstrates
this through its safety and quality
programs.

“Span quality, an uncompromis-
ing combination of craftsmanship,
attention to detail and customer
service—this is how Span makes
an average project into an accom-
plishment to be proud of,” stated
Bill Crabtree, business develop-
ment manager for VP Buildings.
“For example, Span roofs are leg-
endary. King personally walks
major standing seam roof installa-
tions to examine craftsmanship.”

Rod Horton, corporate accounts
manager for VP Buildings, who
has worked with Span for 11
years, added “Span Construction
And Engineering Inc. is a compa-
ny that is dedicated to the cus-
tomer, customer satisfaction, cus-
tomer verification and customer
loyalty. Its goal is to obtdin this
level with every customer they do
business with; before, during and
after the sale, they know this will

To Page 20, Span =
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The 120,000 sq. fi. Lion Raisin Packing facility (above), located in
Selma, CA, and The 20,000 sq. ft. Pacific Gold Marketing building
(right), constructed in Madera, CA, were both Span projects.
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. gain them repeat business, refer-
l rals and long term commitments.
These are some of the qualities
that have helped them reach this
accomplishment.”

The company’s high caliber of
dedicated employees also
contributes to Span’s overall suc-
cess. The firm offers continued
training to its employees to ensure
they are up-to-date with industry
standards. Currently the company
employs 315 people but averages
450 employees in peak season.

“Span is dedicated to their
employees, some have been with
King since he opened his doors 20
years ago. Plus they attract profes-
sionals that want to be a part of a
successful and growing company.
King Husein invests in training
and education for his employees.
They do not take their jobs com-
placently, nor their customers,”
Horton said.

“The Span organization is a
group of honest and professional

8216 Hex Head'.; i people. They take pride in know-
a9 qhanqe over from N ‘ ing they are the biggest and the
sidewall installation an _ best in the building systems indus-

try and continue to raise the ser-
vice and performance bar to a
level that makes it difficult for the
competition to reach.”

Span’s accomplishments have
been discussed in numerous past
issues of Metal Construction News
(August 1991, August 1992, May
1993, May 1994, May 1995, May
1996, September 1996, May 1997,
May 1998 and May 1999).

Span’s story may be familiar to
most  readers of  Metal
Construction News, therefore, the
following interview with King
Husein emphasizes the company’s
activities during the past year. It
also focuses on the ongoing
progress that keeps the 20 year-
old company successful.

To Page 22, Span =
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Metal Construction News:
Because the Top Metal Builder
award is based on tonnage, we'd
like to start out by talking about
the 36,504 tons of steel Span pur-
chased in 1999. Again your com-
pany’s tonnage has surpassed that
of other builders. What do you
feel this continued success can be

* Page 22, Metal Consfruction News e

King Husein, P.E., president:
The strong economy was a major
factor in the increased tonnage.
Our key corporate accounts signif-
icantly increased construction
activity during 1999.

MCN: How many projects does
that 36,504 tons represent?

Husein: During 1999, we com-
pleted 118 projects and eight pro-
jects were under way at the end of
the year.

MCN: What was your metal
building sales volume for 1999?
How did this compare to the 1998
sales volume?

Husein: Our sales volume for

attributed to?

1999 was $90.5 million compared
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Span Construction still abides by the same principles that were
instilled when it was founded. This is evident by the many projects
the Madera, CA-based company, now in its 20th year of
operation, has completed recently including this 30,000 sq. ft.
MEPCO building in Fresno, CA (above).

with $60 million in 1998.

MCN: In 1990, Span
Construction was named Top
Metal Construction Contractor
published in the August 1991 issue
of Metal Constriuction News with a
tonnage of 5,495. It was also
reported that in 1989 your compa-
ny recorded 3,718 tons of metal
building steel purchases. Now 10
years later, Span reports a total of
36,504 tons. How do you explain
this rapid increase in the last
decade?

Husein: Several factors con-
tributed to the rapid increase in
the last decade. They are: a
healthy economy, Span’s reputa-
tion, repeat clients, referred
clients, relationship with VP
Buildings, dedicated employees,
no geographical boundaries and
innovative products and programs.

MCN: Also, are you surprised
by the jump in tonnage from 1998
when it was 21,780 tons to 1999's
36,504 tons. Did you have an
increase in projects last year or are
the projects more large-scale?

Husein: The increase in ton-
nage was more than expected.
This was primarily due to the
increase in number of projects as
well as the size of the projects.
Last year we built several huge
distribution centers for our key
clients, as well as a float glass
plant.

MCN: What differences do you
see between when the company
was founded in November 1979
and now? How has the industry,
as well as your company, changed
in the past 20 years?

Husein: The market penetra-
tion for metal buildings has
increased significantly in the last
20 years. Metal buildings are now
the “conventional” way to build
for low rise non-residential con-
struction projects. Since November
1979, Span’s business philosophy
has not changed. In fact it has
been reinforced. During the last 20
years we have evolved from a
regional builder to a national
builder.

MCN: With this being your 20th
year in business, is there anyone

To Page 24, Span =
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that you would like to acknowl-
edge for helping you get your
company started?

Husein: Since this is a mile-
stone year, I would like to express
my deep gratitude to Dave Berry,
who helped me get started in busi-
ness. His backing provided the
necessary foundation for me to
launch Span 20 years ago. Dave is

* Page 24, Metal Consfruction News »

my mentor and a great friend.

MCN: Your company continues
to handle large projects through-
out the United States. Last year
you said the company was
involved on an international level
on a negotiated basis for repeat
customers. Have you completed
any international projects in 1999?
Do you foresee an increase in
international projects in the future?

Husein: Last year we complet-
ed a two-story retail facility in
Taiwan and another single story
project in the Virgin Islands. I do
not foresee an increase in interna-
tional projects this year.

MCN: You continue to attribute

Span recently received a Hall of Fame Award from VP Buildings
for this 150,000 sq. ft. Costco facility in Culver City, CA.
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your company’s success (o your
experienced, dedicated employ-
ees. How do you feel that they
contribute to the success of the
company? Have you incorporated
any new programs or services in
the past year to ensure employee
development?

Husein: Last year the Span
team worked hard to manage the
increased volume of business. It
was not easy, but their dedication
and experience paid off. Several
new employees are being added
in all departments to keep up with
the growth rate. Our focus is to
provide training to these employ-
ees.

MCN: As you stated in previous
MCN articles, your company has
developed an active partnership
with VP Buildings and its team of
account managers. This partner-
ship between Span and VP
Buildings has been an asset to the
growth of your company in past
years. How has this relationship
evolved over the years and what
do you foresee for the future
because of your partnership with
VP Buildings?

Husein: Our relationship with
VP Buildings has definitely helped
our growth last year. The dedicat-
ed service that VP provides Span
has allowed us to maintain our
level of service to our clients.
Dave Gilchrist, president of VP
Buildings is committed to provid-
ing the best service possible to a
demanding builder like Span. The
vision he has for his company, the
builders and the industry is very
inspiring. He has the drive and
ability to translate that vision into
action. We have already seen the
results of that in 1999 and the
progress will continue this year
and beyond under his leadership.

Span continues to benefit from
VP’s Corporate Accounts program.
Rod Horton, corporate accounts
manager for VP Buildings, is
instrumental in helping Span
develop and manage large
Corporate Accounts.

Bill Crabtree, business develop-
ment manager for VP Buildings,
continues to work with the Span
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team to develop and manage local
and regional business. He has
been a major asset to me and
Span from day one. I consider him
to be a model business develop-
ment manager in the metal build-
ing industry.

MCN: Span’s Safety Program is
well-known throughout the indus-
try. Have you implemented any

* Page 26, Metal Consiruction News »

new safety practices in the past
year and do you have any plans to
further enhance the program for
the future?

Husein: We have implemented
improvements in the safety net
program which provides fall pro-
tection to our ironworkers. We are
continuing to focus on increasing
efficiency and quality of the fin-
ished product while maintaining
safety.

MCN: Customers are also an
important part of the growth of
any business. You stated that in
1998, 65% of your customers were
from repeat business. Has this fig-
ure increased or stayed the same

step of the way.
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Wilson Industrial Doors, always a leader in
bifold doors, now proudly announces its
new line of sliding doors and power operators.
Wilson Door Systems are universal and are
easily adapted to all building requirements.

Whether you prefer an aluminum bifold door
or a steel, bottom-rolling sliding door, Wilson's long-standing
reputation for value and reliability will add to the value of any
building proposal.

Aircraft Agriculture

For instant quote, Call 1-800-558-5974

or visit our website at www.wilsondoors.com
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Because of the all-around compatibility of
Wilson doors, this new line offers the answers
for which you have been looking.

From state-of-the-art engineering to on-site
supervision, Wilson is there with you every

Industry
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in the past year? Do you feel that
the Span Quality program aids in
maintaining the strong customer
base that Span has?

Husein: In 1999, 80% of our
work was from repeat business. I
am sure that the Span Quality pro-
gram, which has developed satis-
fied customers, is a major factor in
maintaining this customer base.

MCN: What were some of your
most noteworthy projects complet-
ed during 19997

Husein: Some of the notewor-
thy projects completed in 1999
are:

eStaples Distribution Center,
Terra Haute, IN: This 586,000 sq.

Elkhorn, Wisconsin
El Dorado Springs, Missouri

NSO

HANGAR DO0RS
CEHESOUR) HC.

ft. building was designed to sup-
port conveyor and mezzanine
loads.

eCardinal Float Glass,
Mooresville, NC: The 450,000 sq.
ft. facility is a complicated float
glass plant.

e Costco Wholesale, Neihu
District, Taipei, Taiwan: This two
story retail facility is 120,000 sq. ft.

*Buzz Oates Enterprises,vSalt
Lake City, UT: This 356,000 sq. ft.
building is a full height hardwall
distribution warehouse.

e Costco Distribution Depot,
Sumner, WA: This 227,000 sq. ft.
building is utilized as a cold stor-
age distribution depot.

*Swift Transportation, Lathrop,
CA: This 65,000 sq. ft. facility is a
full scale truck terminal

*Buzz Oates Enterprises-
Summit Warehouse, Sacramento,
CA: A full height hardwall distribu-
tion warehouse is 365,000 sq. ft.

*Buzz Oates Enterprises-
Southport, Sacramento, CA: A
444,600 sq. ft. full height hardwall
distribution warehouse. .

MCN: How many projects are
currently under construction, or
are due to start soon?

Husein: Currently we have 15
projects under construction. One
of these projects is a massive 1.1
million sq. ft. distribution center
for Pacific Coast Producers in Lodi,
CA, with Berry Construction as the
general contractor.

MCN: Span had plans to
restructure its business plan. Have
you implemented this restructure?

Husein: The restructuring is still
in process. The increase in busi-
ness last year slowed down the
restructuring time table but should
be in place by the end of the year.
This will allow me to focus my
energy on key clients.

MCN: Span has witnessed
tremendous growth for 1999 as
demonstrated by its almost 15,000
ton increase in steel sales. Do you
feel that this trend will remain for
2000? Do you foresee any changes
for Span within the next year?

Husein: 1 will be happy if this
year is a strong as last year.
Currently we are experiencing
steady construction activity.

Span’s future plan includes hir-
ing and training qualified individu-
als to manage our growth as well
as moving into a new office build-
ing. We have already doubled our
office space since last year.
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