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Doublecote Enters 21st Century 
With State-Of-The-Art Coating Line 

Doublecote officially opened its ufacturers of metal construction 
new coil-coating facility in Jackson, products and local and state politi
MS, in March with a grand, indus- cians turned out for the festivities. 
try-wide celebration. About 300 
steel makers, paint suppliers, man- To Page 14, Doublecote � 

Kirk Fordice, Mississippi governor, cuts the ceremonial ribbon on 
the new facility, along with Doublecote executives, local politi
cians and other dignitaries. 
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Span Construction & Engineering Wins Fifth Top Builder Honor 

By Shawn Zuver 

Editor 

Span Construction & Engineering 
has been named Metal Construc
tion News' 1994 Top Metal Builder, 
based on steel purchases of 13,756 
tons in 1994. This most recent 
award marks the fifth consecutive 

results might seem the same as 
previous years, with Span outdis
tancing all other metal builders by 
a significant margin, the Madera, 
CA-based firm implemented some 
noteworthy changes in operating 
practices during 1994. These 
improvements, specifically those 
related to quality roof systems and 
a new safety program, are part of 
an on-going effort to maintain the 
highest level of service to Span's 
customers. 

y e a r-e v e r y
year s ince the 
annual competi
tion was start
ed-that Span 
has earned the 
top spot among 
the largest metal 
builders in the 
U.S. 

While at first 
glance the King Husein

Span Construction & Engineering completed 68 projects in 1994 
including this facility, supplied by Varco-Pruden Buildings, for 
North West Metal Products in Puyallup, WA. 

Span's rise to the top of the 
metal construction industry has 
been well chronicled in past edi
tions of Metal Construction News 
(August 1991, August 1992, May 
1993 and May 1994). Firoz "King" 
Husein, P.E., started the company 

To Page 8, Span � 

BHP Steel Building Products 
Opens Salt Lake City Facility 

BHP Steel Building Products 
USA Inc. has broken ground for its 
eighth West Coast facility in Salt 
Lake City, UT. A mid-summer 
opening is anticipated. 

The new 26,000 sq. ft. plant and 
1,800 sq. ft. office facility in the 
Centennial Business Park will 
serve BHP Steel Building Product's 
customers in Utah, Southern Idaho, 

Wyoming and parts of Nevada. 
This location, serving the greater 
Utah inter-mountain area, is part of 
an aggressive growth plan BHP 
Steel Building Products devised to 
better serve its customers. 

Products to be manufactured at 
the Salt Lake City branch include 

To Page 4, BHP � 
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Top 100 Metal Builders Purchase 
240,000-Plus Tons Of Steel 

Top 100 Metal Builders Building Tonnage Comparison 
Thousand Tons 

275 

250 

225 

200 

175 

150 

125 

100 

75 

1992 1993 1994 

Elite 100 reach a record level of 244,450 tons in 1994. 
See Page Top-2 For Details� 
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Span's rise to the top of the 
metal construction industry has 
been well chronicled in past edi
tions of Metal Construction News 
(August 1991, August 1992, May 
1993 and May 1994). Firoz "King" 
Husein, P.E., started the company 
in 1980, after having began his 

· career in pre-engineered structures
less than a decade earlier. He

• Page 8, Metal Construction News •

Saves money and space. 
A StackDoor sta0ks up as the 

most versatile money and space
saving door on the market. It's 

designed and tested to withstand 

winds up to 100 MPH. (Door must 

be kept closed under strong wind 

conditions). StackDoor is made of 

42-inch panels, constructed of two

inch square galvanized steel tube

covered with eight-ounce solar

gray fiberglass.And compared to
a fold-up door that stores over
head, requiring extra wall height
all the way around the building,
the StackDoor actually saves you
building costs! The bottom rail

carries all the door's weight, with

all moving parts on the bottom

truck assembly gliding on ball

bearings. Oil-impregnated brass

bushings at all hinge points keep

Surface mounted 

Recess mounted 

Circle #4 on reader service card. 

the door moving fluidly, easily. 
Because its working mechanism is 

inside, away from ice and snow, 

weather can't affect a StackDoor's 

per- formance. And it can be 

handled manually with ease. 

The next time your building 

project requires a wide-area door, 

specify StackDoor. Save money 

and space! 

Wellington Municipal Airport 
Wellington, KS 67152 

USA & Can. Wats: 1-800-835-2051 
Fax: 316-326-2244 
Ph: 316-326-2241 

Factory-supervised installation 

A notable Span Construction 
project, the 350,000 sq. ft. AFG 
Float Glass Plant in Victorville, 
CA, is pictured above. 

holds a Masters Degree from 
Brigham Young University and a 
Bachelors Degree from the 
University of Bombay. It was as a 
high school student in his native 
country of India that he dreamed 
of becoming an engineer and 
moving to the United States to 
practice his craft. 

King noted in previous articles 
that Span strives to take care of 
the small details on every project, 
in addition to assuring that larger 
items are also covered. This, along 
with Span's other philosophies, 
have enabled the company to 
secure numerous large corporate 
customers for whom it has con
structed several projects through
out the years, without regional 
boundaries. It is common for Span 
to build several buildings for these 
"repeat" customers, each measur
ing hundreds of thousand square 
feet. 

King frequently explains that he 
is most concerned with fair pric
ing, service and the quality of the 
buildings that Span designs and 
constructs, rather than the amount 
and size of buildings that it com
pletes. Span also has a progressive 
attitude in working with architects 
and engineers to best utilize the 
advantages that are offered by pre
engineered systems. 

In 1994, Span received Hall of 
Fame awards from Varco-Pruden 
Buildings, its long-time supplier, 
for two notable projects: North 
West Metals, Puyallup, WA, and 
Fresno Plumbers Training Facility, 
Fresno, CA. 

Nonetheless, Span's successful 
formula has enabled the company 
to compile some very impressive 
sales and tonnage figures. In 1990, 
the first year that Metal 
Construction News sponsored its 
Top Metal Builders contest, Span 
reported that it purchased 5,495 
tons of steel for metal buildings. In 

To Page 10, Span� 
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More impressive projects completed in 1994 by Span 
Construction include Stop Supply in Fresno, CA, (above) and a 
packing plant for H.J. Heinz Co., Escalon, CA, (shown at right). 

Contractor 

• Profile
� From Page 8, Span 

1991 the figure increased to 6,279 
tons and grew to 7,882 tons in 
1992. An incredible jump was real
ized in 1993 when tonnage hit 
14,189 tons and that level was 
almost duplicated by 13,756 tons 
in 1994. Sales for 1994 exceeded 
$34 million. 

King Husein recently provided 
additional insight into Span's 
accompl i s hments-including 
aggressive programs regarding 
quality roof systems and improved 
jobsite safety. 

MCN: With Span's incredible 
success and reputation in the 
industry, it's somewhat surprising 
to learn that you've placed an 
added emphasis on quality, focus
ing on your roof systems. Why did 
you feel this was needed? 

King Husein, P.E.: Our focus 
in 1994 was to raise the level of 
quality and performance to a new 
standard. Within the company this 
new standard of quality is referred 
to as "Span Quality". It is a major 
part of our mission statement 
which is "Commitment to excel
lence through quality and perfor
mance." This is what is differenti
ating us from our competition. 

The reason we are focusing on 
our roof systems is because a 
majority of maintenance problems 
on a steel building occur on the 
roof. The standing seam roof is the 
best roof on the market. Varco
Pruden does a good job in con
trolling the quality of the SSR in 
the manufacturing stage at the 
plant. However, quality control in 
the field during the erection phase 
is not always easy due to weather 
conditions, level of expertise of 
the ironworker and extent of 
supervision. If the roof is installed 
right, it is virtually maintenance 
free. If it is installed improperly, it 

To Page 12, Span� 
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Span Construction requires vital, on-the-job safety training. Nylon 
safety netting is in place as an additional safety precaution on 
the roof of a 1994 PriceCostco project, Maui, HI, (shown at left). 
Proper safety reinforcements are shown while working on the roof 
of the Maui PriceCostco project, (above). 

Contractor 
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is a costly maintenance problem. 
This roof is non-forgiving and has 
to be installed right the first time 
with careful attention to all the 
details. 

MCN: Span has compiled exten
sive quality control checklists of 
metal roof-related items to be 
reviewed after the completion of 
each roof system, with d ifferent 
versions for pre-engineered build
ings and hardwall structures. What 
are some of the aspects of the roof 
system you have spotlighted in 
your efforts to improve quality? 

Husein: In general, we focus 
our efforts on perimeter condi
tions, ridge, endlaps, ·panel align
ment, seaming of sidelaps and 
most importantly on penetrations. 
An ideal roof is one without any 
penetrations, but we do not live in 
an ideal world. 

MCN: It must be ve1y reassuring 
for your clients to learn that you 
will personally walk each major 
roof after it is installed-with 
inspections taking up to a half day 
or more. What feedback have you 
received from building owners 
concerning this initiative? 

Husein: My personal inspec
tions are lending credibility to the 
20-year weathertight warranty. The 
warranty is no longer a piece of 
paper with a lot of fine print on it, 
which makes the warranty mean
ingless. The owner feels assured 
that Span has taken over the 
responsibility for the weathertight
ness of their roofs and they do not 
have to worry about it. 

MCN: In addition to the service 
this roofing quality focus provides 
your customers, it must also have 
residual benefits in your relation
ship with your crews in the field. 
What role do they play in suggest
ing ways to improve quality? 

To Page 22, Span..,. 






















